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the modern type of education is necessarily, or in all
respects, superior: my present point is only that it is
extremely different from that which a boy received
a half century ago. The critics who maintain that
there has been no change might as well complain of
the unbending rigidity of the British Constitution or
the indecent stability of the pound.

The real trouble is that the changes which have
been made, beneficial as many of them no doubt are,
have not been made in accordance with any con-
sidered theory, or with any general scheme of educa-
tion. The teachers of the classics did not, to use the
famous phrase, retire from their strongly entrenched
positions " according to plan ": their retreat became
a rout, and, as usually happens in such circumstances,
much that was of real value was needlessly thrown
away.

Again, to continue the military metaphor, they
did not retire to carefully chosen positions in the
rear: on the contrary they retired inch by inch,
defending the indefensible, and finally settled down
in a position which was not of their choosing: some-
thing has been done since to consolidate it, but it
attempts to cover too wide an area and is still very
open to attack.

To put the matter more simply, Head Masters
and their governing bodies have yielded to all the
demands made on them, with the result that the
curriculum tends to be overloaded, so that no subject
gets sufficient attention, and no real attempt has been
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